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QuickBooks Interface System Overview
The QuickBooks Interface System, as custom built for Motor Carrier Consultants of Mobile, AL, consists essentially of three modules: The Billing Control Panel, The Billable Items application, and the Invoice Modifier. Each of these applications is a stand alone application which works together to form the system. The Billing Control Panel and the Invoice Modifier are installed on the machine that uses QuickBooks. The Billable Items application can be installed anywhere.

The system as built for MCCI is SQL Server based, however, it could be modified to use MySQL as a data source. MySQL is an open source database engine, free to the public. This would make the system a good deal more economically viable.
Following is an in-depth look at each module. 

The Billing Control Panel.
This application controls import of QuickBooks customers and Items into the system. It also controls the way the Billable Items application displays QuickBooks items for selection to add to invoices.


Customers are imported with a single button. Modifications of customer name and/or company name fields in QuickBooks are reflected using this synchronization process. Customers added in QuickBooks are also imported using this function.

The Customers screen is shown below.
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The list on the left in the above screen shot is the list of customers as imported from QuickBooks. To the right of the list, the Group box allows the user to group customers in logical groups – this grouping allows the user to post invoices by group in the Invoice Modifer, as explained later.

The check boxes below the Group box are controls that perform functions specific to MCCI’s needs. The list of items below is specific to each customer. Here, the user can modify individual pricing for specific customers. 

Items from QuickBooks are also imported with a single button. Changes to Item descriptions and prices are reflected using this synchronization process. Newly added items are also imported using this function.

The items screen is show below:
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Items to be included in the list of available items for the Billable Items application are selected on from the list on the left. Each item selected is customizable – Short Description is a field that displays on the Billable Items selection box in lieu of the QuickBooks Item Description, Enter Price enables a box to enter the item price, as does enter Quantity. Enter postage enables a postage box that then becomes a separate line item on the Quickbooks invoice. Accumulate is a powerful device – it forces the item to accumulate like items on a given invoice for a given customer, adding the data entered when Show Description is checked on a second line for that item, separated by commas, and allows the quantity to accumulate. For example, MCCI may run back ground checks on multiple drivers during the month – this line item is “accumulated”, and each driver is added to a second line below the line item on the invoice, separated by commas.
Billable Items Module
The Billable Items application is the workhorse of the system, allowing employees to enter items that can be billed for without having direct access to QuickBooks. 

The Billable Item screen:
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The Select an Item drop down is the “Short Description” setup in the Control Panel above. The list is searchable, sortable, and editable. Below is the edit screen, accessed by double clicking a line:
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Invoice Modifier
The Invoice Modifier is of course the heart of the system. This is the application that posts the items to QuickBooks.

It’s fairly simple, really. The items collected by the Billable Items application are presented to the manager:
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Note the Group box at the top, which filters the items to be posted by the group assigned to the companies in the Billing Control panel.
First the manager “accumulates” items – the items that accumulate are defined in the Billing Control panel. Below is the result:
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The manager then collects the shipping info  (Get Shipping).

He then can post the items to QuickBooks by selecting the invoice range he wants to post to.
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And that’s all there is to it. Here’s the result:
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Where it used to take my client hours to type in these names from a spreadsheet his employees maintained to track tests, background checks, etc, the invoice lines are generated in minutes with the click of a button.

These tests were actually pulled from a Drug Testing program. I can access and extract data from almost any outside data source to generate invoicing data.

That’s the system. It could easily be customized for any customer’s needs.
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